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Wherepgto, is now -3ded. an,/Ele | 
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Heb. XII. xiv. Follow. Peace ith all Men, 
and Rolineſs;without which no Man ſhall 
ſee the Lord, 
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SIS, 


w_ HE Remembrance of the 
8 ſtrange Providences. of 
| F | my God, that were ap- 

4 parent in bringing me 
: Yo be your Teacher, and have 
: | Sor me company ever fince in 
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you, ' makes me think 1 was bor; ® ; 
ard ſtill continue in the Land of 
the Living, for your fakes ; for % 
the Service. of Vour Immortal 
Souls ; to help forward your Sal- & 
vation from that conſuming, bur-\ 
ning Wrath, that hangs over your | 
Reads, till Chriſt be formed 1% 
you, and your Nature is changed? | 
from what is earthly and ſenſual,| 

fo that which s Divine, This 
Exhortation to an Holy Life,} 

I ſend you ; as being Very C07 
fident, that wks it, not onel} 
of you ſhall ever ſee the Face of? 
Goa, but to your ſhame and con-l, 
Fuſion : If | preſs it hard aponl. 
your Conſciences, blame me wot ;| 
for, tt «my full Belief, you muſt 
be damned without it ; and my; 
love and pity to non,conſtr ains m mel 
PR | | | -, «+. 
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Fo do my beſt fo prevent fo ſad A 
Fudpment, If you wonder how l 


dare venture to ſpeak ſo much ro 


os inPrint; I tell you, I dare as 


any thing for your ſakes, yea, ha- 
Fard theReputation of my Diſcre- 
tion, rather than be thought de- 


q fettive in my care t0 your never- 
7 dying Spirits, It comes not ſet- 


dome to my Thoughts,” and tyeth 
not alittle prejjing on my Spirits: 
"Ah, what ſhall I do more for poor 


5 Newington,ts help them towaras - 


Heaven, before I dye ? Somewhat 


7 I have done already, as mary of 


you can bear me witneſs, when 


with prayers and tears; not on» 
ly publickly, but from one houſe 
to another, I have beleeched 
you to be reconciled to God;and 
it uu my greateſt grief I have theſe 
| eB +8 3 - 


fix Years fince my coming. a | 
mmmgft you. that I have done.no 1 
more: But, Alas! what ſball I, 
or what can | av more? I would 
0u could but tell me, Shall I 
come and tive in all your Fami- Þ 
ties, that T may be continually % 
preſent to inſtruft, pray. with, 4 
comfort, reprove, and over-ſee | 
you? This is all impoſſible ; I am |} 
but owe Man, and can no more |. 
multiply.may Preſence, thay I can 
my Perſon: Orſhal I daily follow | 
you from Houſe to Houſe? How can | 
zt be? My poor publick Work is 3 
great abroad, and not ſmall at 5 


home: Þefides,the care of a ſelefted | 
People lies upon me, that preſſeth | 
more than moſt Men imagine, ex- | 
cept them that feel it; And l am | 
but a man,cFhavebut the ſtrength | 
of a Man, ſubject to bodily Infir- | 


mitles | 


a= 
AO 


ET, 


J A , 

# mities with my Bretheren. But 
'* how-ever, ſhall promiſe 10 ao 
| my beſt in this kind, as I have 


ald E! begun : and to ſupply the want of 


| 
74 tb» 
ly 
th, 
ſee 
1778 
re 


7 my conflant Preſence with you, I 
J have ſent you my whole Heart in 
* Print, that if may ſpeak to you 
4 when I am abſent : It is but lit- 
1 tle, yet | intended it ſhould have 
| beenleſs ; but it is well, it is no 
3 ore. Do but you accept it as 


1 kindly as it is offered, and improve 


1 zt as faithfully, as it was Conſct 
1 entioufly penned, and I ſhall de- 
3 fire no more; being very confi- 
3 dent, it will they run ana proſper ; 
Which # the thing that # moſt 
J earneſtly prayed for, 
By him whom the Lord 
hath made your Teacher. 


Tho, Wadſworth, 
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TO AN 


HOLT LIFE. 


d OR, | 
4 A Pr = a for the abfolbes nece(- 
3 ſity of Inherent Righteoul- 
* nels in thole that Hope 

; to be Saved. 


In 


% Matth. V. 

. 81 /ay anto you, T hat, Dy Jonr righ- 
* reonuſneſs ſhall excced the rigbteonf- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
10u ſhall in no caſe nter into the 
x ingaom of Heaven, 


Tay Reader, Thou haſt peruſed 
| & the Text, and canſt not but ſee 
that it concerns thy. eternal life, 


{or Death, I prethee anſwer me 
AS this. 


et! 


thould help to wind thee vp for Hell, 
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23 A ſerious Exhortation 
this one queſtion, and then, in the ® 
fear of God, Read on. : 
Reader, thou art a dying Man or /3 
Woman, Tell me, when thy Breath |: 
15 gone, thy Eyes cloſed, thy Bell bath | - 
rowled, and thy Body coffired up for 
rhe grave, then,then, would it thou ra- hy 
ther bave thy Soul in Heav'n or Hel, 
in Joy or Torment,with God or De- Z 
vils > For God's ſake make a panfe, ® 
ard give me thine Anſwer before thou $ 
do'{t proceed, Tel] me, Art thou one i* 
that careft not whither thou goeſt ? | 
or mak'ſt no matter whether it be to J 
Heaver or Hell? Ts either of them to 3 
thee indifferent ? And art thou re- 
ſolved to perſiſt in this Indifferency ? # 
If it be {o Sinner, I adviſe thee throw : 
down the Book; and, as thou loveſt * 
thy Soul, read not a Letter more : For 
I ſo love, and pity thee, as to thoſe 
Sorrows , that within a few Days, ? 
nay, a few Hours, thou muſt certainly 3 
endure, that I am loth that this ſheer $ 


2 ; 
734 


or 


to an-Hoely Life. * "Se 


the © or any ways conduce to:increafe: thy. 


1. or 
eath 


| pains,or augment thy: torments ; Far 
L: know Sinner, This is the Nature of: 
] that Goſpel of Chriſti whieh' we 


YVath 7 by preach or write, that. it either ſoftens! 


for | 


W or hardens:: It 15 a:\avour of life to 


ra- |} » Life,or of death to. Death,to him.thati 


ell. | 


ae, 


one {{ vation, it was propheſied, Lake 20. 
3 fall and riſino 2,0 again of many in It- 


0 


to }þ 
re- 3 

4 That Jeſus Chriſt and his written or 
: preached Goſpel, if they prove nat 
elt 7 
Tate of Sin and Death, wherein by: 


y p 
JW 


or 


ple 
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I, 


4 
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: 


ly Z 
et | 


- reads or hears it ; It will either pre: 
be. | - 


pare thee for Heaven, or ripen thee 
7 for Hel], For, of that very: Jeſus, by: 
# whom only thou canft hape for Sal- 


34. Behold, this Child i ſet for the 


rae). 
Reader, perſwade thy ſelf of this, 


means to the raiſing thee from thar 


Nature thou lief;they will prove the: 
Initraments. of'ithat fatal Fall, that 
thon ſhall neyer recover to Eternity: 
and of this very nature are theſe lines 
thou art now peruſing (being, I.am 

| confi- 


A ſerious Exhortation | 
confident according to the mind of 7 
God) I fay therefore again, if thou } 
art One that haſt lived an unrighte- 
ous, ungodly life; and art reſolved not 
co change, I beſeech thee calt by the 
Book and do not read it, for why 
ſhould it do any thing to promote 
thy ruine ? : 

Bur if thou art a Man or Woman 
that canſt not dare to think of being 
damned ; but trembleſt at the very 
name or thought of .it : if thou do- 
eſt heartily deſire when thou leaveſt 
this poor, empty, miſerable world, to 
exchanoe it for that ful], rich,and glo- 
rious Kingdom of God above, then 
come away, and I will lead thee into 
"the Path of Life, and tell thee what 
a Man-or Woman thou mult be, and 
what a life thou mayeſt ard muſt live, 
if ever thou hopeſt to live in that de- 
fired and incomparably blefled inhe- 
ritance of the Saints, ; 


Hoping now I have got a ſerious 
| atten- 


F to au Holy Life. no 
7 attentive Soul to ſpeak to (for ſuch 
"un # Reader, I preſume thou art) let me 
* friſt make bold to preſs thee to a re- 
2 view of the Text, | 

Z © ſay unto you, Except your 
2 Righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
2 Je can in no Caſe enter into the K ingdom 
® of Heaven, | 

% This Verſe is a part of that Bible, 
+} that Thou and I, and all the Chriſtian 
Z World do take to be the Word of 
Z God, which is as free from any lye 
Z or falihood, as the Syn-beams are 
Zfrom darkneſs; I ſhall not therefore 
injure thee ſo much, (as if I did mi(- 
0 Irruſt thee) to ask whether thou be- 
at Flieveſt this portion of Scripture to 
ad #be true or falſe ? but rather doſt thou 


'e, Abelieve, that it 1s ſo written there as 
e- HYhere it is tranſcribed? if thou doubt- 
e- Yelt, take thy Bible, and turn to the - 
4Chapter and the Verſe : 1f thou wilt 
Fake it for granted, on my word, I 
us {profeſs, I have not, 1 would not de- 


eive Thee for a World, The 


6 'A ſerious Exhortation 


+ he fig part of the Text opened, | 
- dag Jos.) To you! Who } 
- - e ? Why, thoſe! that were 
preſent at that __ in which Chriſt 
was preaching this 'Sermon : They 
| were his Diſciples, his Followers', 
0 ſuch as owned him for their Savi- 
i- our, and called him Lord and Chriſt.: 
1 Ina word, they are ſuch as thou pro- 
feſſelt thy ſelf. to be that art my Rea- 
der. 
2, T ſay nt o om. Who 1s this (7) ? 
Tt was he that preached this Sermon, - 
Jeſus Chriſt , it was:Chritt,not Mat- | 
thew that did Record it ; It was * 
Chriſt, and not I, that am about to 
plead with thee at this time for thy } 
Life. And now thou knowelt the Au- 
thor, I preſume, the Text will have 
ſome Authority upon thy Heart, I 
hope thou wilt not ſay of Jeſus Chriſt 
as the prophane worldlings ſay of us, 
his Miniſters, That we are a com- 
pany of prating ſawcy Fellows, and 
they hope, that all 15 not +rue that we 
| ſay; 
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_ to an Holy Life. 7 
fay , and they are:confident, that God 
is mare merciful,. thati we Preachers 
would make: -theni believe, Bur 
think Reader, -1r. is not I, nor any 


s Miniſter on: Earth, that is the Prea- 


cher in my. Text : It is Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Maſter of us all - And canſt thou 
bope it is not. true, that Chrilt here 
rells thee ? Were not this all one-as ta 
hope Jeſus Chriit is a Lyar'? ard is 
not this to make thy ſeit a Blaſphe- 
mer ? Or,dareſt thon be ſo impudent 
to ſay, or think, That God is more 
merciful than-Chriſt ,hath made him ? 
What, canſt thou. think thy gracious 


7 Saviour would deceive thee ? or that 


the Son of God would make falſe re- 
ports of God his Father ? He tetls: 
thee the contrary, if thou haſt a mind 


F to believe him, oh. 12. 49. 1 have 
Y mt ſpoken of my ſelf; but the Father 


which ſent me, He gave me Com- 
manament what JT ſhoulda ſay, 


S and what 1 ſhould Speak, And, 
q wilt thou dare yet to un-fay all . 


his 


8 A ſerious Exhortation 


his ſayings, though he tells thee, he 
fays nothing, but what God his Fa- 
ther commanded him? Tf he tells 
thee plainly, Except thy Ripbteonſneſs 
exceeds the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, thou ſhalt in 
20 caſe enter into the Kingaom of Hea- 
veu ; Wilt thou boldiy contradict 
all, and fay, that notwithſtanding 
whatever J:ſus Chriit hath ſaid, I 
yet hope to be ſaved ? yea, though 
thou haſt no righteouſnels at all, or 


' fuch as falls ſhort of what the Pharj- 


ſees had; wilt thou give the lye both 
to God the Father, and the Son ? -- 
No, ſinner, no, I know thou haſt 
not ſuch hard thoughts of the Savi- 
our of the World,to think he is a ly- 
ar, Thou calleſt him Jeſus Chriſt,ard 


confeſſelt him to be the Son of God, | 


and thar it is impoſlible he ſhould 
Iye, yea,l know thou wilt confeſs he 
here ſpeaks true, and what he ſpeaks, 
he ſpeaks to thee; That except Thy 


righteenſneſs exceed that of the Pha- 


riſes, 


to an Holy Life. 9 


riſces, thou cauſ# by no-means be ſav- 
ed, Doſt thou beljeve it ? Anſwer 
me : Doſt thou verily believe, That 


# except Thou eA, 3B. by name, proveſt 
q a more righteous Man or Woman 
$ than ever any Scribe or Phariſee was, 


thou canſt in no caſe enter into Hea- 


ven ? Come, come, I know thou be- 
lieveſt it, as thou lovelt Heaven then, 


J and thine own Soul, I intreat thee pro- 


nounce theſe words after me, but 
ſpeak them ſerijoully to thine own 
Conſcience, I, 4, B, Who am read- 
ing' this Book," do (in the preſence of 
Goa, that ſearcheth my heart, and 


4 will judge me at the taſk day) un- 
4 feignedly believe, that except I am 
4 & the power of the Spirit, through the 
# preaching of the Word, made a more 


8 7ighteos Man or Woman thay ever 


q 4») Scribe or Phariſee, yea and this 


before I dje , I never hope by any 


= means ts enter into the Kingaom of 


Heaven,but muſt aſſuredly,as now Tan 
reading, within a. few days be in @- 
Rk 2 verlaſt- 


. 5 kalf formed: in thee, and thy Soul 
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verlafling Torments, where I thall | 


weep and wail, and gnaſh my Tecth, 
witho!t all remedy. 


Haſt thou offended ſo much ? yea, 
and unfeignedly ? yea, as in the pre- | 
ſence of God, the Searcher of thy | 


Heart? Tea, 


Well {aid.: Now let: me-tel] thee, p 


Thou: haſt. taken one ſtep - towards 
Heaven: Thou: art balf- way. there 
already. Ah Sinner; be-not ſo: much 
thine own: Enemy, as to: with-draw 
thy-foot,and:recall thy words1; Why 
ſhould./-rchon.repent, that: tep.thar is 
taken-towards a\ Kingdam thart.is.ſo 


bleſſed, or draw.in:that breath that | 
hath. Glled/thy Sails; and. will make | 
thy Voyage. to Heaven both: quick & | 
ealie, 1f.'jt continue '?:. For, know | 
Reader,:that when:thy. Soul: is once | 


throughly-convinced of: that Righte- 
ouſneſs,. that: is abſolutely. neceſſary 
to Salvation, half the Work of thy 
Converſion is-done,the new'Creature 


half 
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to an Holy Life, "F1 
half ſaved : But when- that Righte- 


ouſnels. 15 attained, that is, when it 
is brought down into thy Converſati- 


YZ on, and thou liveft righteoully , then 
2 15 Converſion finiſhed, the new Crea- 
# ture perfected, thy Salvation ſecured, 
Z and thou art made a bleffed Man or 


Woman. | 

But thou wilt. ſay, 7Yhat am 1 the 
nearer for all this, if I neither 
know how Righteous theſe Phariſees 
were, nor what 4 Righteonſneſs it 1s, 
wherein 1 muſt exceed! them:' Pray 
wi. joth tell me how! Righteons- they 
were;, and how mitgh more Rivhteons 1 


s m1ſt be than they. 


Anſ.I will tell thee, but-if 1.doI muſt 


have another promiſe from thee; and 
q I profeſs, as-.in the preſence: of ' the 


living: Go&, If I thought that thou 
wouldeſt not grant it to me, I would 
not-tell thee what thofe things mean, 
bur rather out of pity to thee, ſuffer 
thee tolieand dye 1n thy ignorance, 


tell me; wilt than promife God:and - 


me, 


12 A ſerious Exhortation 


me, that when T have told thee what 
the Righteouſneſs is that thou muſt 
ſeek, wilt thou bythe help of God 
endeavour with all thy Soul and 
{ſtrength to live that Righteous lite 
this Doctrine will call for ? 

But ſtay ( fayeſt thou) There z5 | 
no haſte, tell me what it us firſt, 

eLnſw. What doſt thou ſcruple? | 
Art thou afraid 1 will deceive thee, 
and make it harder than it 1s? Rea- 
der, to put thee out of doubt from 


_ that, I proteſt ſotemnly, as I ſhall 


anſwer ir before- the Judge: of quick 
and dead, before whom Iam confi- 
dent I muſt give an account of what 
I ſay or write, I will to the beſt of 
my underitandins make it to be a 
Righteouſneſs, neither more nor 
lets, than what Jeſus Chriſt hath 
made it, nor will I ſhew thee any 
thing but what I will give thee ſuffi- 
cient Scripture-proof for , what ſay- 
eſt thou now, wilt thou promile ? 

.... What doſt thou ſtick at Man? 
G I && 


| 


to an Holy Life. = 
remember what thou haſt onfeſſed 
already : Did{t thou not confeſs juſt 
now, that thou did{t verily believe, 
that thou canſt not poſlibly be ſaved, 
except thou ſhalt become. more 
Righteous than any. Phariſee ? .and 
dolt thou now doubt whether. it is 
beſt for thee-to endeavour .to exceed 
them? What, art thou reſolved to 
fit down ſhort of Heaven ? Ah ſinner, 
this is not ignorantly , but wilfully 
to deſtroy thy ſelf. Tell me then, 
wilt thou :reſolve to live a more 
Righteous Life, or wilt thou. not ? 
thou dying Man or Woman, . either 
reſolve;or read no more : 1. preſs I 

did not write theſe lines to dally with 


thy Soul; if I had rhought that all-my 


Readers would have proved fo. ob- 
ſtinate, T would not have. lo{t that 
little time\I ſpent in.writing whar 
thou.now art viewing, nor. created 
thee the trouble of ſo, much reading, - 
Let God bear witneſs berwixt thy 


ſoul and mine, whether I am not more 
; deſi- 
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deſirous to have thee faved, than 
thou art to ſave-thy (elf. 
The Sinners Reſolve. | 
Why -then, T- do refolve, as God % 
foal help me, 1 will endeavour for the | 
fatare, with all my Soul and Strength, 
fo ſeek-that Riphteonſneſs'(what- ever 
it be) you ſhall diſcover from the 
Word of God, to be bis will, and ſo 
my Daty. Nay L further do reſolve, 
T hat ' neither Fleſh 'nor Blond, nor 
any Sin, nor Luſt, or Worldly Intere#h 
whatever, forall hinder me from feek- 
ing a Portion in-the Kingdom of my 
'Savigur. Bear'/Witneſs, O God] $rc 


| in as good earneſt as ever Twas in 


all my Life. oy 
Aye, ſay'{t thou ſo? Ler me then tell 


thee for thy comfort, Thou art not | 


farfrom the Kingdom 'of God. 

But to keep thee faſt-to thy Reſo- 
Jution, that thou'may*ſt' neitheri give 
thy God:rior-me the {]ip, I do here 
adjure thee by. thy God and  Savi- 


our, » by thy immortal and- precious 


Soul, 


to an Holy Life. - 15 
ſoul, by Heaven, the Crown, and all 
the weights: of glory that are there , 
yea, by every ithing that 1s,:-or 


* thould be dear--and precious to thee, 


not to dare to drawback, and eat 


| thy words again,” And to. tye thee 


yer up faſter to thy reſolved yow, 


read Heb, 10, But the (juſt ſhall live 
by Faith, and if any man draw back, 


my ſoul ſhall have no. pleaſure in him, 
Oh that now 1t might be ſpoken of 
thee what follows in the next Verſe 
39, But we are not of them whe 
draw back unto peradition, but of them 
that believe to the ſaving of the Soul. 
Mark :linner ; - if thou draweſt back 
from ſo juſt, righteous, and holy 
reſolution thou haſt made, thou 


5 wiltfall into perdition, if thou hold- 
$ eſt on, thou art paſſling-forward to 


the ſalvation of thy ſoul, if hell doth 
not | affright thee, let heaven -per- 


{wade thee to keep faſt to what thou 
haſt juſt now prowiſed, *. 


IO 8-40. IE 


I» ' 
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The ſecond: part of the Text hes 


in the diſcovery of two particulars. 


; I, Wherem did the C_—_— 


neſs of the Phariſees confiſt, which | 


thou muſt reſolve.to exceed? 
2. What is that Righteouſneſs of i 


life that will ſet thee above'the Phari- | 
ſees, atid"put-thee Incoarfaving 'con- 


dition; 


Of the 6ſt; What the Phariſees | H 
| Righteouſneſs Was. | 


1. The Phariſees was one of the 
ſtricteſt Sects, or the molt preciſe £0- 
ciety of Men among the: fews; they 
were moſt. nice obſeryers of al}. the 


Outward points'of worſhip, . accord- | 
ing to the Law of Aoſes, and there- 
fore had the eſteem of their Country- 


-men tor the moſt Religious People þ 
among(t them , 
: believe. the - Apoſtle Paul, it 'he. tells 
.thee ſo.much, for he was one of: them 
:himſelf, before he left them, by bemp 
converted to, Jeſus Chriſt; Take his 
own words, A, 26, 4,5. My man- 

$. ner 


\ , 
a 
% 


I know thou-wik | 
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ner of Life from my youth which was 
firſt among mine own N ation, at 
| Zeruſalem know all the Tews, which 


would teitifie ) that after the mos? 
/ 6 raighteſt {etl of 047 Religion, of (3- 
'tl- Moed a Plariſee, Mark.that welb, the 
Nn- EPhariſees(ſays Pan!) were Religious 

Wyeca ftrajghtly Religious, yea mol! 
es itraightly Religious, that 1s, as to 

Ethe outward part of the Jewiſh Relt- 
he Wgion, which conſiſted in being natu- 
'0- ral-born Fes, children of believ- 
<Y Bing eAbraham, admitted into the vi- 
he Wble Church by Circumciſion the 
:d- Weighth day, in being confiant Preach- 
re- rs gr Hearers in their Synagogues. 
ry- Burt all this was not enough to ſpeak 
© hem righteous enough for the King- 
viit Hom of heaven, for remember, Except 
ells by Rightconſnefs excceed theirs, thou 
em Warſe in vo caſe enter, Chriſt hath ſaid 
mg Wt, and thou muſt believe it.- $2 
his 2. The Phariſees were ri 


gSht 10 


B _ *ohs 


- \- 


knew me from the beginning (if they. 


1an- Fheir judgments in many or Moſt of 
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the praRical truths in Religion, they | 
held that the only true God of at 


was'to be worſhipped : That it was 
a moſt hainous fin to thieve, ro com- 
mir murthze or acaltery, or to for- 
{wear a Man's ſelf, to lye, or bear 
falſe witneſs againſt a neighbour, or 


| bc drunk, or to be a glutton, This 


uſt be all true of them, that they 
held theſe things as fins, yea, and thar 
they did forbear thoſe grofler fins, I 
prove it thus, 1.Becauſg Jeſus Chriſt 
permitted his own followers to hear 
them preach, yea and bid them do 
what they taught, Math, 23, 1, 2, 
Then fpake feſus to the multitade, 
ard to his Diſciples, ſaying, The 
Scribes and Phariſees ſit in CIlſes 
ſeat (the meaning 1s, that they were 
Preachers of the Commands of God 
delivered by Moſes ) all therefore 
whatſoever they bid Jon obſerve, that 
eb[erve and do, but do not after their 
works, But ſeconidly, I prove that 
they Bſtained from groſſer _ , 

| ea 
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leaſt to the outward act. 1, They 
abſtained from drunkenneſs, ard 
Sluttony, I gather from that bJaſphe- 
mous reproach they caſt upon our 
bleſſed Saviour, in calligg hith a 
Wine-biber yd a Glutton, which 
ſpeaks that they, accounted them 
moſt diſgraceful ſins, 2. If they had 
not abominated the act of murder, 
adultery, perjury, with drunkenneſs, 
and the like, and fo refrained from 
them in their lives, it were impoſſi- 
ble they could ever have got that re- 
pute amongſt the Fews of being the 
moſt 2cict religious ſort of People in 
all their-Country. Who would ever 
have thought a ſoctety of Drunkards, 
or Gluttons, or Whoremongers, or 
perjur'd perſons aſtrict religious ſet? 
as the Apoſtle Pal confeſſeth they 
were feputed. From this that hath - 
been ſaid, thou mayſt eaſily ſee, that 
thou mayſt be neither rogue nor 
whore,nor thief,nor drunkard,nor [y- 
ar,& yer bEout of a ſtate of ſalvation, 

= + AS 
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as theſe Scribes and Phariſees were, 
though cuilty of none of thefe (ins, 

3. Theſe Phariſees were more 
riShteous yer, for they were obſer- 
vergof the Sabbath-day, ſo far as to 
abſtain from afl bodily bor, ard to 
attend on the Worſhip of God, in 
Reading, Praying, Preaching, or ex- 
pounding theWord of God : this was 
their Sabbath days employment yn 

tacir Synagogues or Churches ; and 
Chriſt permitted ( as 1 ſhewed be- 
fore) his own Diſciples to hear them, 
and to obſerve their Doctrin, and to 
do it; bur as for doing any Yervile 
work on this day, they-reckoned. it a 


- grievous fin, yea 1f it were but drel- 


ſivg any Proviſion to eat, and there- 


fore you have them quarrelling with 


theDifciples of Chriſt for pulliog ears 
of Corn on this.day,ard rubbing them 
11 their hands to ſatisfe their hunger, 

£ he 6..1. * Ana it came to paſs on 
the Sabbath, after the firſt, that 7Feſus 
Sent thi ongh the Corn-fields, and his 

| Diſcs- 
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Diſciples plucked the cars of Corv, 


AMA aid OAt And cert aln of the 


” 
Phariſees faid unto thom, Why do ye 


that which i not lawful ts do a the 
Sabbach day ?2 Mark Reader, See 
_ itrictly riphteous they were! 
<abbaths muſt be kepygtritly kepr ; 
noch! ys muſt rake up"the Day w ith 
them, but readirg,preaching, praying, 
expounding ; no one muſt dreſs Mear 
on that Day, though 1@ ſatisfie þis 


Hunger, thou wilt tay perhaps, Is it 


poilible for Me: ro be more righte- 
ous? Nay,ftay there, for 1 will ſhew 
thee preſently, wherein thou muſt 
exceed them in all this, or in ro caſe 
/hilt enter into Heaven. 4. Yet tar- 
ther, they were a ſort of Men, that for 
the encouragement of Religion, 2nd 
upholding the exterfil form of wor- 
ſhip, in paying-Fythes (commanded 
by God in-the Law of C/9es) were 
preciſely Juſt or Righteous; and 
Jeſus Chriſt confeſſeth as much unto 
them, Aatth, 23. 23, Wournto 10% 


& -3} Scribes 


V 
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Scribes, Phariſees, Hypecrites, for 
Je pay Tythe of Aint, and eAnlſe, 
and Cummiz, Theſe are the leaſt | 
of herbs that were tythable, and it | 
was diſputable by many of their 
Lawyers whether they were Tyth- 

able or not;, yet the Phariſees for 
thetr part, Mt they might ſeem to 
rob God and his Church in the leaſt, 
re{o[ved to pay them, and Chrilt ap- 
proves of them in that particular, by 
telling them, Theſe thinps ye ought to 
have done, but he adds withall by 
way of reproof, Te have omitted the 
weightier matters of the Law, 7uag- 
ment, AMercy, and Faith , and here 
their Righteouſneſs fell ſhort, So 
Reader, think thou miayeſt be an en- 
courager of Religion in the place 
where thou a#, mayelt give freely 
and Liberally to the maintaining of a 
Godly Miniſter where thou leſt, 
which the Lord Chrilt approves of, 
and commends, yet except thou do- 
eſt ſomewhat more, this will not do, 
thou 


j 
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thou mayeſt {i} remain in a Rage of 
perdit!on, 

5. They were charitabie to the 
poor ; This likewite thou halt ac- 
knowledged from the mouth of 
Chriſt, CAZatth. 6. 2, When then 
aoſt thine alms, do not ſound a trum- 
per before thee as the Hypecrites as 
(meaning the Phariſees ) » the Syna- 
$oones, and in the fireets, that they 
may have praiſe of may , verily, I 
ſay unto jou, they have their reward, 
that is, the value of many a penny, 
or ſhilling they threw into the poors 
box at Church, and many q piece of 
bread at their doors , many a penny 
or teſter the dilttibuted by the high- 
ways and ſtreets, and many @ beg- 
Sarcrycd out after themgy God blets 
you Maſter, and they were all rhis 


{ while but Phariſees & curſed of God ; 


tor ths Text 1s plain, that they ſhall 
never be ſaved, it ſays, they have 
their reward already, Oh therefore 
Reader, dare not to (it. down here, 

| B 4 unleſs 


= 
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unleſs thou trtendeſt to bear them 
company to tie gates of Hell , whete 
thou mayeit eaſly enter wi 5h them, 
but ir 15 impoſſible ever to get out, 


6. They were more righteous vet ; 
for they were a prayirg People; and 
Chrilt conteſſeth 3s much, prlg 
5. eArd when thou prajeſt, thou ad 
».t be as the Hyyocrites are (meanit® 
{ttl] the phariſecs) fer they love to my 
fanaing in the Synagogues, ana inthe 
roruers of the ſtreets, that they may be 
ſeen of men , verily 1 ſay unts you they 


have their reward, 


See here ag1in, the Phariſees pray, 
love to pray, and yet Chriſt 15-per- 
Emptory, th:t they ſhall have no re- 
ward but that on carth, which ſpeaks 
him reſolved xo deny them Heaven, 
Reader, ftilF conſider, thou mayeſt 
bz one that prayeft in thy Family, to 
ſtop the mouths of thy Friends and 
Servants, thy Godly Neighbours 
and Miniſter, that. r.one of them may 
think 
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® think or ſay, Thou art an ungodly 
+ | Man or Woman; thou mayeſt come 
Y to Church, and clap thy hand or Hat 
Z before thy face, to be ſeen of Men to 
| pray, yet thou mayelt. be no better 
. than an Hypocritical Phariſce, out of 
d 3 a ſtate of Salvation, | 
s. | 7, Laſtly, The Phariſees believed 
/s B the Reſurrection of the Dead, the 
p | bicfled or miſerab.e ſtate.of Spuls at- 


5 || fer this Life (wherein they exceed- 
7 = ed the Sadducees,wffo believed no Re- 
fe | ſurrection) yea and. hoped or were 
3, Y confident, if it fared wel} with any 

at the Reſurrect.og, it would with. 
Y, F them. 2 | | 
7. | Concerning their belief, in the: 
2- | great Articlz of the Chriſtian Faith, 
ks } mean the Reſurrection, thou need- 


n, F ett no other. proof of it, .than their 
{& | raking the Apoſtle Pau!'s-part againſt: 
£0 the Sadducees ( Atts 23,6, 7, 8.) ſays 
ad | Paul, Tam 4 Phariſee, the ſon of a: 
rs | Phariſee, of the hope, and. Reſur- 
ay | 7eftiondf theDead,l am called.in Dues 
nk | ff-07, | B 5 Obs,. 


- 
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Obj et. But was Paul a Phariſee ? 
How UT Paul then be ſaved, if 10 
Phariſees are ſaved? 

Anſw. Paul calls himſelf a Phurt. 
ſee, becauſe he was one, and his fa- 
ther was ſuch an one, fill he was 
converted to Chriſt, 


Obj. But ſays he, 7 am ftill ſuch 


4A) 078. 

Anfw, True, he was ſo, but not 
abſolutely in all parts ; for he preach- 
ed Chriſt, whom the Phariſees cryci- 
fied. Bur in this f igle point he Kept 
ſill a Phariſee, in Holding the Re- 


ſurre&ion of the Dead, which the 


Sadducees denied, and therefore the 
Phariſees {trike in with Paz! againſt 
ther, ſaying, Verſe g, Wwe find 20 
evil in this man, bnt if a Spirit or 
Angehhath ſhoken to him, let 2s not 


- 
” 
bY. 
xz 
4 
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Boht againff God, Who would but | 


think that ſuch Men Az. thele were 

good ? 
x. How tender 4s they ſeem*to 
be in oppoſing God in any Revelati- 
On 


—_ 


ft | . 


_ 
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on of his will and mind! 

2, They take an Apoſtles part ſor * 
teaching the true doctrine of the Re- 
ſurrection, 

3, They expreſs much Zeal in 
oppoſing the Sadducees for their He- 
reſie, 

4. They make a clear profeſſion. 
of their faith in the point of Arigels, 
Spirits, and: the Reſurre&ion, and: 
conſequently of- the immortality of: 
rheir Souls, and'their Hope. of a bleſ- 
ſedneſs after this Life yet hill re- 
member they were Phariſces and' 
Chriſt hath ſaid it, Except Jour righ- 
teonſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, ye can tn 
no caſe enter. into the Kingaom of 

od. 
4 Oh Reader, take warning, and do- 
not dare to-venture thy Eternal Life 
upon ſuch a ſhallow, ſandy righteouſ-' 
neſs as the Phariſees did; 

Thi. s-have I finiſhed the firſt-parti- 
cular, in ſhewing thee what the righ- 

reoulſneſs, 
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tcoaſneis of the Phariſees was, Now, | 
Reader, pull up thy ſpirits, and gird | 
up thy loins like a Man, I will ſhew +| 
thee now the Mark that. thou mult 
ſhoot at, the Garland thou muſt run 
for, and the Crown.thou mult fight 
for ; the righteouſneſs that will-bear 
thee up above the clouds,and ſet thee 
fafe*in the Kingdom of Heaven, . 4- 
mons- the.*ſpirits of jutt Men made 
'Derfet, if thou refolyeſt to ſeek a$- 
ter it, which through the- grace of 
God thay may it aſfured]y.attain toy} 


Secona: 


s. 
- 
LET 


1A: 


| they (ball be ſhut. down into Hell. 
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SECOND PART. 


I. 5 hewing, What is the Righteouſneſs 


of the Saints, that exceeds that 
of the Phariſees. 


\ | ERS : = 
y 7. _ me” Phariſees, as righteous as 


they were, did not acknow- 


! ledge Jeſus Chriſt, nor entertain him 
) as the Son of God, ard- the Saviour 
| of the World : Now if thou wilt 
| acknowledge him as-all this, and an- * 
| ſwerably reſolve tÞ beljeve ip him, 
| rely upon him for pardon and i 


ength 
againſt-ſin, 1f thou wilt love him a- 
bove thy. Father, or. Mother, Soo, 
Daughter, Houſe, Land,. Living; 


{ above thy fins and Juſts, and wilt rea» 
| dily part: with then all at his Com- 
| mand, thou haſt done ſomething the 
| Phariſees neyer did : 


thy Righteoul- 


bl 


| neſs ſhall be more than theirs, and 


thou ſhalt-enter-into Heaven, when 


ph The: 
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2, The Phariſees believed it a fin-| 
to commit Murder, but ' they wn 
not count it Murder to be Angry 
with their Brethren or Neighboars | 
without a cauſe, and to call them 
Fools or Racha, Now' Reader, if 
chou wilt ſtrive and fruggle all re- þ 
venge :and unlawful paſliommont of | 
thy heart, thou art more righteous 
than ever the Phariſees were. Rea- | 
der, ſee thou to it, it muſt be done, | 
without thou wilt be' content to be 
no inore righteous than the Phariſees | 
were; do not difpute it, Chriſt will 
haveit ſo : Matt 5.22. 7 ſay anto 
Jou , that whoſoever 25 "gr with || 
his brother without a canſe, ſhall be 
in danger of 7udgment ; and mho- 
ſcever ſhall ſay, Thou Fool, ſhall be | 
in aazger of Hell fire, If thou wilt 
have it more clear, confider x * fob, | 
3. 15. Whoſoever hateth his trather, 
is a murdcrer ; and ye know that no 
murderer bath Eternal Life abiding 


in him, As thou likeſt the calting 
into- 


# 


fin 


—_ 

id f a Murderer in the Judgment - of 
TY | God, of being void of Eternal Life, 
ry give way hereafter to tif proud, 
My peevidh, revengeful, paſſionate Na- 
it} ture, Tg 

Ee 3. The Righteouſneſs of the Pha- 
of þ riſces condgmned the a# of  Adul- 
JUS | tery to. be 2 fin, but they did net 
-4- | rhink that a laſcivious Look, and luſt- 
ne, þ ful deſire of the heart aſter a Wonfah 
be | was a fin, Now Reader, if thou wilt 
es} reſolve to conquer the deſires of thy 
7M luſtful. Eyes and Heart, thou haſt 
110} attained a Righteouſneſs the ' Phars- 
ith ſees never had ſtick novat it, Sin- 
be ner; this Command (as the whole 
ho- | Yoak of Chriſt ) is eafte,' and may 
be Þ be born : Chriſt will have it; and 
- thou muſt do it; if thou reſolyeſt to 
0 
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into Hell-fire, or being accounted 


0P, | exceed the Phariſees ; Iat. 5. 28; 


1 ſay anto you (lays Chriſt) whoſo- 
ever /ooketh on a Womas to luſt after 
her, hath committed Aamltery with 
her in his heart, Now Think, if _ 
WIE 
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wilt ſtill give: way to thy luſtfal 
Eyes and Heart, know. this, that | 
the Adulterer- God will judge, and| 
thou map{t be ſuch, though thou ne-F 
ver doſt commit the Act, . : 
4. The Phariſces thought it only} 
a. lin to forſwear themſelves, butÞ 
the Command. of Chriſt is, Swear 
wot at. all, Mat, 5. 34, except it be 
in. Caſes that are true, certain, and 
certainly known,.. lawful, poſlible, 
and weighty, wherein the Glory of 
God, and the welfare of thy Neigh- 
bour is conſ:derably concerned, bur 
ordinarily before a Magiltrate, ard 
then an Oath is lawtul, This I. muſt 
prove, becauſe it is ſo ſtifiy.denyed 
by ſome in this Age, inconſiderately | 
enough. The only, Objection which 
they have, 15 founded on that of our 
Lord Chriſt, Mat. 5. 34. Bat I ſay 
mats you, ſmear nct- at all ; which 
ſaying, I confeſs, if broken oft from 
the ſcope.of Chriſt in his whole Diſ- 
courſe, ſeems t0- intimate. ſo- much, þ 
Rn: 
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that 1t was nor only the corrupt pro- 
fane uſe of Oaths that he condem- 


| neth, but that he intended an ntter a- 


botition-of the ule of all, how-ever 
circumitantiated, ”_ 
Axſw.2. T1 grant that from this 


 Texr, nor oniy perjury, but that 


fwearing is forbidden, ; 

2, I farther grant that all manner 
of ſwearing by any creature is ex- 
prelly forbidden, as Heaven, Earth, 


7eruſalem, by thy head ; and that in 


no caſe whatever it 1s lawful to-ufe 


them-, andthe Lord Chriſt gives you 

the reaſon why, 
But Thirdly, I deny, that from this 

Text may be proved, that it'1s nnlaw- 


| ful to ſwear by God himſclf before a 


Magiſtrate, *0r-in cafes above exprgl- 
td; My reaſons are theſeoy © 

11, Becaufe the Lord: Chriſt doth 
not mention that oath which was 0a- 
Ly lawful:amongſt the Fews, but takes 
up 1nchiding them for perjury in-ge- 


-} 6eral,. ard. for oaths by creatures-in - 


— 


PAS 
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particular, which, H:erom noted long Þ 
ſince, Conſrdero (inquit) quod his Sal- F 


vator non per Deam jurare, prohibae- 
rit pg per C /nm, per terram, EC, 


$, hy RS the God and Father 


of our Lord Jeſus did conſtitute the | 


lawfulneſs of ſwearing by his Name, 
Dent. 6.1 3. and 10o, 20, T hou fralt 
ſwear by the Name of God, Exod. 
22.1. The Oath of ?ehowah ſhall be 


between yo, Now is it probable 
that the Son ſhould make that. un-| 


-Jawful, which the Father made law- 
ful? Is not this to eſtabliſh the old 
CAlanickean Herefie, that taught 
- that the God of the Old Teſtament, 
and-the God of the New, were as 
qJperary as light and darknels, and 
ew wonk was tO contradict each 0- 
ther ? if any reply,«that it 15 a grant- 
ed cafe, thar Chriſt aboliſhed the 
Ceremonial Law, that - under the 
Mofaical diſpenſation was in force At 
the appointment of his Father ; and 
| pP "why 


<lrrol 
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L why may he not ther'aboliſh this ? 

| 1 anſwer, But then it mult be well 
c- Þ proved that ah oath was a ceremony, 
| and then I pray tell me, what was ir 
 Þ a Type of? Bur ſecondly, Þ have tar 
er Þ more ground to think it one of the 
he Þ Judicial Laws, as being highly ſub- 
ie, | ſervient to-put the other Laws in.ex- 
alt Þ ecution, which in many caſes might 
04. Þ have been ſuſpended, or not with ſo 
beſf clear juſtice executed, without. an 
dle Þ Oath to render the teſtimony evi- 
n- F dent, ; 

W-F 3, Becauſe he expreſly ſays of -him- 
old} ſelf, 1 came not to deſtroy the Law, 
ht /ur ro frlfil it ; and can you perſwade 
Ot, ff your felf, that he can fay he will not, 
5} & yet dO it? was not there once a Law 
and for ſwearing ? have I not proved it ? 
1 O-f But can Chriſt be ſaid to ful61 that 
ant-f Law by an utter aboliſhing of it ? he 
theſ] being the Subſtance, came in the 
the room of all the Ceremonies, which. 
e Alf were ſhadows; but prove that an 
and Oath is a ſhadow, and I have done. 
why 15 ” 


5" ht 
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"© argue, P; Tenere, from the na- Þ vi 
ture of an Oath ir ſelf, (which if well Þ a 
underſtood) it is very unlikely that D Þ 
the Son of God ſhould take away the Þ c: 
uſe of it, An Oath 1s an appeal toff h 
God, wherein he is beſeeched, as theÞ 
ouly ſearcher of hearts, that heſy it 
would bear teffimoay tothe trath, and H 
would puniſh the ſwearer, if he knowl Ci 
him to bear affalſe teſtimony * but thath ne 
all ſach appeals to: God ſhould befith 
- prohibited and conderaned by Chritt, ſve 
can hardly be affirmed without bls-ſſco 
ſphemy: 3 
| 5. Let me reaſon from the endſjan 
.and uſe of an Oath, which will far-Ywe 
ther diſcover 1t was never the intentYwc 
of Chriſt utterly to aboliſh all oaths.no 
7, An Oatkthen 15:rchat whereby Men 
Sive to God the praiſe of his higheſ: 
*Wiſdom, that ſees into the Secrets 0: 
their hearts, and ſees into every cor-ÞSai 
ner of them, what truth or falihoodfPar 
_lodgeth there. 2. And it yields hinfjyea 
the Glory of his* OmnipotencyBcn: 
where 
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whereby it is acknowledged, he is 
1] Þ able to puniſh the Perjured, 3. It 
at Þ Honours his Juſtice and Mercy, be- 
ie Þ cauſe thereby Men acknowledgMhar 
toÞþ he will infallibly defend Truth, and 
kei be a Revenger of Falſhood, Laſtly, 
he it is the bond of Politick Order, and 
24 Humane Societies, neither'of which 
ow can long, continue without Faifhful- 
nat neſs and Truth, *nor could there be 
beſthat difpatch of Strifes and Contro- 
verſies, Exod. 22, Heb. 11.6. To 
ls-fcondemn therefore every Oath, 
ſeems tro detract frompGod's Glory, 
endÞand ro deſtroy Humane Society , and 
far-we may be inre the Son of God 
enfwould neither be the Author of one 
ths.ror of the other. **  * 
Vienſ 6, Can it be . thought without 
teimadneſs, that Chriſt would condemn 
's ofthe commended Examples of the 
cor-daints 1n Scripture ? not only of the 
oolfPatriarchs,-but alſo of the Apoſtles, 
hinyea, and of God himſclf, their So- 
neyÞ:mn Oaths ſo frequently recorded, 
1ere as 
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as ſigns of their great Zeal and De- 
votion, that it were endleſs to enu- 
te them, ſee that of Pa#l, Gal. | 
Before God T lie not, And (of 
2 {or 42.19. 
7. I might add. as farther proof, 
that the: Prophets very often fore-| 
told, that God by his new Church | 
under the reign of rhe *Meſliah, | ; 
ſhould be honoured by the Oath of 
his People, as 1/4. 65.16, He that | 
ſweareth in the Earth, ſhall ſwear | 
t 
y 
t 


by the God of Truth: Iſa. I9. 15. 1 
that day fhall*five,Cities in the Land 
of Egypt, ſpeak the Language off 


Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord offi « 


-., ids: "And cah it yet be imagined, R 


that when Jeſus Chriſt gave birth tofſ 1, 
all ather Prophecies, he ſhould ren- 
- der this abortive, and render that un- 


lawful, which was foretold to be g 
one of the Glories of his King] gi 
dom 2 * 2 by 

But to conclude Reader, after allf 


that hath been faid, this is plain, thay gn 
1 
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all manner of Oaths, except in the 
aforeſaid Caſes, are unqueſtionably 
al. Þ Goful, ind muſt be refrained, if thou 
{of} intendeſt to excel the Phe: 
| which is cer, that thou muſt, 

of, Þ forgo all thy hopes in Heaven. 

re-} 5. The Phariſees paid Tythe moſt 
ch} juſtly for the maioraining rl Out- 
ah,Þ ward Form of Service to God, but 
off in their more ordinary Civil matters 
hath they were moſt Unconſcionable, 
ear Unjuſt, and Fraudnlent , witneſs 
Inf the poor Widows Houſes they de- 
anal voured, and to hide the matter from 
» off the World, they made long Pray- 
| off ers. But if thou wouldeſt be more 
ned,j Righteous than they, let thy Purſe 
) t0f be open for the promoting the Ser- 
ref vice of thy God ; but feek not to 
un repair thy Layings out, by unjuſt 
DF oppreſſive cozening ways of Tra- 
angh ding. this is to Rob Churches, 'to 
© | build Hoſpitals, or to pick thy Cu- 
r 3 tomers Pocket to make an Oblati- 
tha on to God, or to ſteal a Sheep ro 
al ; make 
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make a Sacrifice ; be not ſuch an one, 
le{t God ſend thee to Hell for thine 
Oftering. 

6. The PhAriſces ( as thou haſt 
heard )- were {tri yblervers of 
Sabbattis : ſo that if t 
tioully wilt endeavour x0 live over 
in the Week- days, what. thou Jearn- 
et of God on the Sabbath-day, thy 
Righteouſneſs excels theirs. 


7. They gave Alms, but with an | 


intent to be ſeen, and praiſed of Men : 
Give thou thine Alms, but out or an 
unfeigned Love to God, and thy yee- 
dy Brethren * and {til} rhy Righte- 
ouſneſs is greater. 

8.. They believed the Immortality 
of the Soul, and the Reſurre&ion of 
the Dead, bur yet their earthly, ſen- 
ſual Livins, ſpake as if they under- 
ſtood no higher Life than this, that is 
meerly Mortal. But if thou wilt be- 
lieve thy Soul ſhall not dye,and there- 
fore always live here on Eatth, as 
if thou wert upoq the Borders of E- 

cernity, 


zu Conſcien- + 
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ternity, expecting a departure into 


| another World, in all Temperarce, 


Juſtice, Mercy, Faithfulneſs , there 


| is then as much difference betwixt 

- Þ thy Righteouſneſs and theirs, as be- 

þ twixt the clear Sun, or the brighteſt 
Star, and a Clod of Clay or Dirt. 


9. Laſtly, This rotten frame of 


external Righteouſneſs, they: thought 


ſufficient to anſwer the ſevereſt Law 


| of God, ard to bring them off ac- 
| quitted, and fully juſtified at the 6- 
| nal Judgment , 


they dreamed rot 
of a Sayiour's Bloud,or any neceſlity 
for the bloudy Sacrifice of the Son 
of God for the Expiation-of Sins. 
But if, ſinner,thou wilt reſolve for thy 
part to row] thy faith, and all the 
garments of thy inward Righteouſ- 
neſs in the bloud of Chriſt, and ne- 


ver hope to find acceptance for the 


moſt precious life of faith and holi- 


_ neſs that can be lived by thee, but by 


the Mediation of a Saviour, then 
baſt thou hit the Mark, and anſwered 
C fully 
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fully the expeRations of thy Saviours 


call, who called thee to a rightcoul- | 


neſs above the Phariſees ; here it is, 
and: here thou muſt reſolve to live 
and dye. 


And now I have ſhewed thee what | 
a Man or Woman thou mayeſt, and 


muſt :;be, if ever thou hopelt ro. be 
ſaved; remember now the Vow thou 
madeſt to God. Before I ſhewed thee 
what that Righteouſneſs 1s that thou 
mult ſeek; and I now claim thy 
promiſe, and challenge. thee on thy 
Vow :to tell me' what thy purpoſe is 
to do in theſe particulars that I ſhall 
.ask thee. 

Art thou reſolved from thy Soul to 
love the Lord Jeſus with all thy heart 
and {trength2- Wilt thou reckon net- 
ther ſin, nor luſt, nor [life dear tv 
part with for-himn ? and in a way oi 0- 
bediencewilt thou truſt ro him for bis 
free remitting all chy fins? Wilt thou 
endeavour to live a more ſtrict life,& 

gore (pirjeual i than ever Phariſce de 
| Wilt 
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Wilr thou not only account of Mur- 
der to be a fin, but wilt thou abhor 
all unlawful anger againſt thy Bro-« 
ther,or the calling of him Fool wich- 
out a cauſe, and wilt thou think ſo 


| doing a degree of Murder? Wilt 
| thou condemn Adultery, not only 


in the a&, bat likewiſe' 1n the eye, 
and' heart; and be rather willing to 
pull out thy right eye, than wound 
thy conſcience and offend thy God? 


wilt thou keep the Sabbath, nor on- 


ly in the Letter, but in the Spirit, and 
n:Trath, i. * | 

In-a word, wilt thou refolve to 
pray unto thy God, and bring thy 
Heart in to thy Prayers? wilt thou 
conſcientiouſly endeavour in thy cal- 
ling to maintain thy ſelf and family,8 
to be able to relieve thy poor brother 
by thy.charity; and wilt thou'do both 
out of pure love to God, and thy 
Neighbour, and not for the love of 
praiſe from Men ? wilt thou believe 
the Immortality of thy Soul, the Re- 
— C 2 ſurreRi: 
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ſurreCtion of the Dead, and the bleſ- 


ſednelſs of thoſe that die inthe Lord? | 


and wilt thou endeavour a fellowſhip 
in. that Reſurrection by walking 


with God, and living a holy, inno- | 


cent, humble, chaſt, ſober, hea- 
venly, believing. life? What ſayeſt 
thou Man? What amazed ? 


Sin. eAh I cannot, I dare not, I 


will not promiſe ay ſuch thing: Here 
i5 a tack indeed, enough to break, any 
Man's heart, and to make me live mi- 
ſerably all my days , I would your 
' Book had been barnt, before it came 
to my hands, or within my aoors : 
What, no hopes of entring Heaven 
without ſuch a Righteoms life ? It ts 
better you were hanged, aud the whole 
generation of ſuch Preachers as ou 
&re. T 

Anſw. But ſinner, Ah finner, why 
fo impatient ? I am not thine enemy, 
I cell thee the truth, 7 fFeak the truth 
51 Chri#t, T lie ot, Chriſt bathſaid 
3s, and I dare ſay it again, m_ 

_ | thy 
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thy Righteouſneſs exceed the Righte- 
onuſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
theu canſt in no cale enter inte the 


Kingdom of Heaven : If this fingle 


| Text is not a witneſs ſufficient, thou 


ſhalr have it confirmed by the mouths 
of one or two more: read Heb, 12.14. 


| Follow peace aud holineſs, withost 


which no man ſhall fee the Lord. SO 
1 7cbn iii, 2, 3. Beloved, new are 
we the Sons of God, and it doth not 


et appear what we ſhall be, b.t he 


that hath this hope parifieth himſelf as 
he is pure. I could add an hundred 
Scriptures more, but here are wit- 
nefles enough toarraign and condemn 
thee : What ſayeſt thou now? whar, 
wilt thou yet wiſh me harged, for 
telling nothing but what Chrift ard 
Parl and 7ohn had told thee ? No, 
no, thou wert bur ina paſſion, 1 do 
freely forgive thee : But oh that my 
harging could keep thee from damn- 
ing : how far better that I were 
barged, and a hundred ſuch Preach- 

C3 ers 
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ers as Iam, ſo we could expiate thy 
ſins, and preveort the ruine of thy 
Sout and Body for ever, Were I ty- 
ed toa Gibber, T ſhould be quickly | 
out of my pain, but if thou goeſt to | 
Hell,thou wilt never be out of thine : | 
I ſhould be quickly dead, but thou | 
-wilt never dye as to thy torment. 
Sinner believe me, rothing but love | 
to. thy precious Soul makes me deal 
ſo plainly with thee, 

_ Sin, But how can T perſwade my 
ſelf jou love me, when you would put 
ſuch a yoke of Righteouſneſs upon my | 
weck, that I nor my Father conld ne- 
ver bear ? | 73 
. eAvnſw, It makes no matrer whe- 
ther thou thinkeſt I love thee or not , 
if I do not, I am fure thou wilt confeſs | 
that Jeſns did : why Man ! it is not 
T, but he that doth thus erdeavour to 
put this holy Yoke upon thy Neck, 
and doth intreat thee to wear it for 
his ſake, CAſatth. 11. 29, 30. Take 
1}. 104% #pon Jon, and learn of me, 
for 
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for I am meek, and lowly in heart, 


| and you ſhall have reſt to your Souls , 


for my yoak 1 eaſie aud my burthen 


| light, And what 1s this yoke, but 
| the holy, righteous nature, and life, 
| which ] have bzen all this while ex- 
| plaining to-thee ? 


But' ſayelt thou, Do 7T in conſci- 


ence think that the command of Chriſt 


may be thus ebeyed, and- ſuch a righ- 

teoms life lived? | 
Aynſw, Yea, in my very conſcience 

I do think it, that both this life 


may, and is lived by thouſands, yea 


by all that are in a preſent ſtate of fak 
vation ; nay, verily think thar'all the 
commands of Chrilt may, and are 
by all ſound Chriſtians obey'd (ex- 
cepting ſome particular acts that 
with them are not ordirary ) : yea 
and with ſuch an obedierce, . that 
quoad Speciem, though not. quoad gra- 
dam, is perfect; that is, their love, 
fear or faith ro God and Chrilt, have 
the true genuine nature of . thele 
| C 4 graces, 
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graces, and ſuch as the Command 
_ calls for ; yet F confeſs none loves or 
fears, or believes ſo much, but there 
might be ſeveral cubits added to the 
{tature of theſe graces : but Reader,it 
1s not my deſire to tronble thy head 
with ſpeculations, I have got unto 


thy heart, and there I will keep. If } 


thou wilt then have thy queſtion an» 
ſwered of Chriſt in thy life, look 
1 John 5.2, 3. By thi we know that 
we love the children of God, wben we 
Jove God ( or herein it conſiſteth ) chat 
we keep his Commandments, and hes 
Commandments are not grievous. See 
how the Apoſile tells thee, they may 
not only be obeyed, but that to them 
that love God,they are not grievous; 
if thou wilt neither believe Chriſt, 
nor his Apoſtles, I deſpair of findiog 
credit with thee ; but I will not che- 
rith ſo horrid an opinion of thee, I 
know thou believeſt rhem both :; me- 
thinks I ſee thy heart relenting, and 
abour to yield the cauſe , Doth nat 


thy 
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thy heat begin to cool, and thy an- 


| ger to me abate ? Doſt thou not be- 
| gin tor fee how much-thou haſt been 
| deceived in the matters.of thy Soul, 
| andto tremble to think how many 


of thy Neighbours have: been deceiv- 


ed with thee * Art thou not ready 
| to ſay to me, as King Agrippa once 
\ didto Paul, F how haft almoſt perſwa- 
| ded me tobe aChriftian? Me-thinks 


F ſee thee kiſs the Book, be-dew 1 
with thy tears, and hear thee bleſs 
God that direted it to thee, or 
thank the friend: that pur 1t into thy 


hand. 


Tel me then, What is thy reſoſu- 
tion? I cannot, muſt not let thee go; 
] have thy promiſe already, and 
God will have the performance, or 
will bave thy Eife, 1 have already 
told thee wherein a greater, better; 
and far more noble righteouſneſs 
conſiits, than ever the Phariſees un- 
derſtood, 1 expect thy anſwer.. 
| Sinner, Oh Sir, Pray have ms eo: 
CH 0u(edi 
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enſed, I am convinced, there us truth 
in what you ſay , but 1 have ſuch a 
Traae, ſuch a Family to look after, 
ſuch company and ways I have been 
many years ingaged in, I can have 
neither time to read, or pray, or faſt, to 
think of God, or Chriſt, or Heaven, or 
Hell,, or Death, or fndgment, or any 
thing elſe , my pride, my paſſion i [6 
ffrong, and I ſo uſed to them, Ecannot 
maſter them , If I lye not, nor over- 
reach my. brother, I cannot trade, 
#1d fo I cannot live, though I have 4 
yooa mind to what. you ſay, and am 
Fonvinced it is my dnty, yet © dp nat 
#hink for my part, I fhall ever attain 
zo /ive, ns not ſo vighteoauſly. as the 
Phariſees did, 

Anſm, Is this thy laſt, and utmoſt 
reſolution * Will no reaſon nor- 
Scfipture prevail. with: thee - Can 
neither Man nor God:-perſwade thee? 
then no- more finner, but expect thy 
doom, theſe excuſes ſhall] nor, muſt 
et ſervethy turn, "read it. in the Jaſt 
NE OS = : clauſe 
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clauſe of my Text, Thow ſhalt in no. 
caſe enter unto the Kingdow of Hea- 
ven, Canſt thou read. ſo-ſad a ſen- 
tence and find no- tear to drop, -nor 
groan to-fetch #* The: poor Rogue at 
the Bar is more tender of his lite,and 
afraid. of the Gallows, than thou art 
of thy Soul, or Hell, ' Whar, is thy 
heart a rock, or thy eyes a flint 7 Art 
thou paſt all ſenſe or feeling ?* Thox 
foalt not enter into. Heaven, 15 that 
nothing > But perhaps thon doſt 
not underſtand what ſhutting: out of 
Heaven means ; leſt thy ignorance 
ſhould: undo. thee, I. will. inſtryck 
thee.. 
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THIRD PART. 


The thisd hart of my T ext, hewing 


the miſery of being ſhur -our of 


Heaven, it three particnlars. 


'O be ſhut out of Heaven 

means all this, Thou ſhalr 
not ſee thy God 10 Heaven, nor be- 
hold his glory; thou ſhalt neither 
love him, nor be beloved of him , 
thou ſhalt not ſee, nor live w:th Jeſus 
Cl:rilt; the beſt friend that ever thou 
hadit, choa ſhalt never ſee, nor under- 
fland the bleflednefs of thoſe Angel 
ſpirits that be there, nor enjoy the 
fellowſhip of rhe Saints on high , thow 
thale never taſte of the Rivers of 
Pleature that run out of the Throne 
of the Lamb, nor behold the ſweet 
light that ſtreams in floods from his 
countenanee ; thou ſhalt never hear 
him call thee bleſfed ; or pronounce 
thee ju, nor bid thee welcome to 
the 


"4 
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the joy of thy Maſter. 

Piſh, (ailt thou, And &« thr all 
it is even as good as nothing, thou 


ever heardeſt, or ſaweſt, or taftedff 


| 6r didft enjoy any ſach things as theſe 


on earth, and yet thox ſajeſt thos li. 
veaſt happily enough without them , 


| thou ever foundeſt more pleaſure in an 
| eMlehonſe than in a Church, and ad- 
miredſt the melody of a wanton laſcivi- 
 Ous Song, above the harmony of a 


Pſalm : a cup of Wine, ana a goed 


| Feaf#t. at a T avern, hath ever been 
| delicions, more delicions to thee, than 


the bleſſed Sacrament of the body ana 


| blood of * Chriſt : yea the ſmiles of 4 


wanton Harlot have been more in- 


dearing than the love and kinaneſs of 


| a tender Savioar , if the loſs of Hea- 


meu be ne more than the loſs of ſce- 
ing or enjoying God, (C hris7, eAngels, 
Satrts, ma glorious nnion of the ſþi- 
rit, fare them well all, give me but 
the full ftreams of my finful' plea- 
frres though I [wim in them to'Hell.; 

| Anſw., 
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Auſw, But fiay ſinner, ſure thou 
art not in good earneſt, think again, 
thou dareſt not ſay ſo once more, I 
have better hopes. of thee than ſo, 
thou art ſure not ſo far gone, certain- 
ly thou haſt fome reaſon left, the 
hght of thy Conſcience 15s not quite 


pur out, ſurely thou art no Beaſt, nor | 


Devil. | 


Sinner, Well, it is vo matter what 1 | 


am, I am reſolved to hazard. all for 
the belavea Gold, theſe pleaſant Cups 
ana Diſhes, of Wines, Heats,and ſen- 


[ual pleaſures , if I ſhould not Say ſo, | 
L am: reſolved to Do ſo, for this fonful 


life I will not part with, though I 
loſe au Hundred Kingdoms of Heas- 
ven, and as many Crowns as there are 
flars, and as rich a glory as God him- 
ſelf can pretend to: give me ; Give me 
to live on Earth in fin, and-what care 
I for God or. Heaven, and all hjs happi- 

m7*. -- c 
_ Aufſw, Me-thinks yet-finner, I can-- 
not believe thee ; this is but a broghe 
3 


' BY - OO ow 


—_ — 7m am. a. 


ww RN_m_e 


: "to an Holy Life. 55. 
do;, thou dareſt not ſay ſo in cold 
blood, no nor if thou wert on thy 
Death-bed, I never heard a Rogue: 
at a Gallows ſay fo, though while he 
was at liberty, he was perhaps as: 
deſperate a wretch as thy ſelf. 

If yet thou thinkeſt thou dareſt 
both Say and Do ſo, hear me then 
orice more; thou haſt- not heard the 
worlt, at leaſt. not all that burting: 
ont of Heaven implies , it lignifies 
thus much more; 

2, If thou art ſhut out of Heaven, 
thou mult be ſhut out of Earth too, 
the Paradiſe above ſhal} not only be 
kept againſt thee wih a Flaming 
Sword, but thou: ſhalt loſe the hap- 
pineſs of curſed' Cain, of being a 
Vagabond upon the Earth. 

Sinner, the time ts coming, and; 
then wilt be, that all thy Gold and 
Silver,with-rich Apparel, with all thy 
Houſes, Lands, and Livings, with all 
thy Meats & Drinks,thou muſt leave 
behind.thee, to- be devoured by the 
LE; mercileſs. 
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mercileſs flames that ſhall conſume 
the World ; what wilt thow get then 
ro delight thy liquoriſh patate, or te 
quenctt thy drunken thirſt, or to:co- 
ver thy rotten carkaſs ; or to Tatisfie 
thy beaſtly unſatisfied Juſt ? I pray 
thee Reader think, am I telling thee 
a fable? art thou a dying: Man or 


Woman ? Ts not thy life moſt, or 


much of it ſpent already 2 how often 
more doſt thoy think will the Clock 
{trike round, before it ſtrikes the 
hour that thou.muſt dye ? art thou 
ſure of the morrow ?doth-not the be} 
hang in thy Pariſh-ſteeple that muſt 
towl thy knell-? doth: not thy Coffin 
and thy Grave ſtare thee 1n the Face, 
and tex thee we: muſt ſhortly have 
thy Body ? and doſt not thou: then 
know for certain, that all-the fuel of 
rhy ſenſual pleaſures, and ſv the 
pleaſures themſelves, mult be left 
dehind? | 
What ſayeſt rhon now Rezder? 
how doſt thou like ſhutting out. of 
pe 28 liea- 
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heaven, when thou muſt not only 
loſe the delights there, but all that 
are upon the Earth ? 

Whar, is thy mird yet changed ? 
ſpeak Man, thou haft time yet given 
thee to make thy choice ; wilt thou 


{ endeavour to be more righteous than 
| the Phariſees, or ſir down content 
| 10 be ſhut out of Heaven? Thou foo- 


J:ſh ſinner, why doſt thou delay thy 


| anſwer, what difficulty can there be 


in the queſtion that I ask thee ? Hea- 
ven thou knoweſt, and righteouſneſs 


| thou knoweſt, for I have told thee 


what they mean already : Ah that 


| Man's heart ſhould be ſo ſottiſh te 
| make it a doubtful caſe, whether it is 


better to chuſe Heaven with righte= 
ouſne(s, or Hell with wickedneſs ! 
Meth.nks I hear thee begin to cry 
out, Good Lord, what a Rraight 
bath this Book driven me to!.I did 
not think theſe fooliſh Preachers had 
half ſo much reaſon on their fides, I 
begin now to think it 1s hard to. hear 
> - them, 
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them, or to read them, without de- 
ing of their minds, though I care 
not much for Heaven, yet I am loth 
_ to Joſe Heaven and Earth together, 
What ſhall I do? there is nothing can 
keep me out of Heaven but an unrigh- 


tzous wicked life ; but how ſhall I 


leave my fin? I know not, Iam not | 
uſed io read and pray, and repent in | 
tears, and I care not to begin, but F 


I am uſed 'to ſwear and lie, and drink 


and whore, and them I cannot | 
leave, but if I do not, F cannot enter | 
into Heaven; what ſhall I do? Ok | 
that I may.die like a Bzaſt, and lye in þ 
a benummed ſtate of Death for ever, 


free from all ſenſe or feeting of any 
J0y, ſo I might live on Earth but as I 
it! Oh my dear works of darkneſs, 
I do ſo love you, that I could be wil- 
ling to be a Dog, or any other Beaſt 
at Death, ſo. I might but have your 
company while I live! 


Reply, Ah Fool, Fool, Fool ! 
What Devil hath. been the Prieſt, to- 


eſpoul? 
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eſpouſe thee ſo nearly to. thy filthy, 
ſinking, rotten finful life, that nei- 
ther Chriſt nor his Miniſters can per- 


| ſwade thze to divorce ? Thou: ſenſe- 
| leſs ſinner, haſt thou not too juſtly 


provoked thy Maker to repent that 
he made thee a Man? what,content to 


| dye like a Beaſt, and loſe the glorious 
| priviledge of an Immortal Life, for a 
| baſe filthy fin ? how much pity is it 
| that ever thou wert Man or Woman, 
| ard not rather a dog or toad?thou art 
| adiſgrace to the humane nature , bur 
| thou wretched defperate ſinner, I 
| tell thee thou ſhalt not have thy wiſh, 
becauſe thou art ſo unwilling to. hive 


like a Son or Daughter of God on 
Earth, thou ſhalt not have ſo much 
happineſs as to lie down in the Grave 
like a Dos, thou ſhalt affuredly goto 
Hel}, and ſo to torment, therefore 
ſhutting: out of Heaven ſpeaks more 
ſadneſs than I have acquainted Thee. 


with. 


3. Laſtly, Conſider this, if thou 
w:lt. 
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wilt riot reſolve to live more righte- 
oufly than ever any Phariſee did. Af- 
ſure thy ſelf, that Jeſus Chriſt that 
ſhuts thee out of Heaven, fhall ſhut 
thee in Hel], that Tongue that pro- 
nounceth the Righteous bleſſed, ſhall 
pronounce Thee curſed, and he that 
bids them enter into the Joy of their 


Maſter, ſhall command thee to de- | 


ſcend into Torments with th: Devils, 
there ſhalt thou receive the ftroak of 
his Iron Rod, that ſhall daſh thee in 
Dieces, and bear the {troaks of his re- 
vengeful arm for thy abufing of his 


tender & long-ſuffering mercy.There | 


ſhalt thou feel the worryings of an 
enraged Conſcience, and ſuffer the 
tortures of devouring flames, and 
this for ever and ever. 

Reader, If thou art obſtinate, de- 
ceive not thy ſelf; God will not be 
mocked, and in his puniſhing thee 
for ſin, he will not feem to be in jelt, 
for as the Lord liveth, and as thy 
foul lyeth,there is not a tittle of what 

1 
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I ſay, but what is contained in thy 
Bible; If I ſhew it thee to be there, 
thou wilt not ſure queſtion whether ir 
be true : Read then, and let thine 
own eyes bear w.tneſs, Matth. 25. 
41. Then fall be ſay unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me ye 
curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 


for the Devil and hi Avrgels, Mark 
| 9.47. eAnd if thine eje offend thee, 


that is, thy (in, as dear as thy eye, hin- 
der thee in the way to Heaven, pluck 
it out, (that is, caſt it away, and leave 
thar ſin.) Jt # better for thee to enter 
ento the Kingdom of Goa with one 


| eje, (yea with no eye) than hav- 


ing two ejes to be caft into Hell-fire, 
where the Worm ajeth not, and the 
Fire 1s not quenched, Rev. 21. 8. 
But the fearful (that is,ſuch as fear to 
Part with {in, and-life, and all for 
Chriſt ) 'and unbelieving, and abomi- 
u#able, and Murderers and Whoremons- 
gers, And Sorcerers, and Taolaters 
{ſuch are covetous Men) and all - 
FREY ars, 
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ars, ſhall have their part in the Lake 
which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
fone, thu uw the Second Death, Rev, 
20. 10: And the Devil that deceiv- 
ed them,was caſt intothe Lake of Fire 
and Brimſtone, where the Beaſt and | 
the falſe Prophets are, and fhall be 
tormented Day 'and Night for ever 
and ever. LY 

2 Theſl. 1. 7,8; when the Lord 7e- 
ſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven wits 
his mighty Angels,in flaming fire tak- 
ing vengearice on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the Goſpel of 
vr Lord Feſus ( hrift; who.ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deftrattion, 
from the preſence of the Lord, and 
from the "glory of hs power. Now 
thou haſt read all theſe Texts, I can- 
not think thou wilt 'unſay them-all, 
thou haſt the witneſs both of obs 
and Pas, and Chriſt himſelf, I am 
ſure their teſtimony will paſs in the 
Court $f Heaven, and there it is;and 
only there, that thou -mult- take- thy 
0: | trial, 


Fg 
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trial, receive thy ſentence, and be 


ſent to this Dreadful Puniſhment ; 
what haſt thou more to ſay? 


The Sinners laſt Refuge. 
'T have read, ( ſaye$t thou) That 


there 15.10. {alvation without I live an 
exceeding righteow life, it as plain 
in Scripture, I cannot deny it , and 
ſurely my drunkenneſs, my ſwearing, 
lying, whoring, neglett of prayiag, 
reading, do not ſpeak me an exceeding 
Righteous man ; What ſhall 1.ao ? ſhall 
T thiak with my (elf in ſo miſerable 
eftate, that if 1 dye. before I change 
my life, 1 muſt go to Hell? Oh 1 dare 
not ; what then? to leave my ſins 1 
will not ,, but how then? ſhall 1 keep 
them? if .T ao, the Scriptare ts plain, 
1 cannot ov to Heaven , truly 1 know 
not what ts ſay ;, bnt perhaps there 
may be ſome way to Heaven that the 
Scripture aoth not tell us of, 1 reſolve 


to Dentize it at leaft, and I know I 


Joalt 
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ſhall have many to bear me company, 
and thus 1 will ſatufie my ſelf, and 
continue as I am. 

Anſw, A poor ſhift ! Thou hopeſt 
God will find a way to ſave thee, 
that he hath not revealed ; that 1s, 
in plain Engliſh thus, thou hopeſt that 
God hath told thee by Jeſus Chriſt, 


that except thou art more Righte- | 


ous than the Phariſees, thou canſt 


rot be ſaved, yer he intendeth the | 


quite contrary, and will ſave thee and 
others, -* though thou liveſt more 
wickedly than ever the Phari- 
fees did « What is this but to 


put God the Father and Jeſus Chriſt | 


at variance, and make them contra- 
dict each other? yea to think ſo im- 
pudently: of God, that he ſent his 
only Son into the World to deceive 
and cheat it in a company of un- 
truths, as this would be one, if it 
ſhould ever be, as thou art bold to 
hope. 

- But I have. ſomewhat in my =_ 
a! tU 
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All behind, that will ſpoil thy hopes 
and convince thee of this wicked 
imagination; ſays my Text (Te ſhaft 
3n no caſe enter )mark that (5» xo caſe) 
what do thoſe three words mean* 
Do they not plainly ſignifie that God 
hath ſhut up all other ways to Hea- 
ven, or that there are no means lefr 
by which thau canſt poſſibly ſcape 
the miſery of the damned, but only 
this of becoming righteous ? 
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1. Perhaps thou thinkeſt to hide 
thy ſelf in the Grave, and to lurk 
cloſe in the corner of that dark room. 

But fool, never think-on-it, for the 


| doors of thoſe :Chambers of Death 


ſhall break open, the Trumper 
ſhall ſound, and thou amongſt the 
reſt ſhalt ariſe, .and ſtand up before 
Him, 116: 2 LOW 
2. Perhaps thou -conceiveſt-a way 
to eſcape by crying for mercy, Ah 
finner, that will not do neither, for 


then it will be too late, there is no 


room 
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room for repentance, nor for mer- 
cy, when thou haſt once left this 
Earth. 

3, What, doſt thou think to plead 
the blood of Chriſt ? It will be an- 
ſwered by Chriſt that ſhed it, that he 
ſhed 1t only for the penitent, believ- 
ing, godly ſinner, and thou art none 
of thoſe, | 


_ 4. Doſtthou think then to fly from | 


the Juſtice of God the Son, to the | 


mercy of God the Father? and if thou 
fhouldeſt, I tell thee, he would ſend 
thee back. again unto Chriſt his Son, 
and ,withal acquaint thee, that he 


hath committed all Judgment to his | 
Son, and is reſolved to ſpare none | 


that his Child eſis will not fave, and 
thou art ſure already of this, that 
Chriſt his. Son will fave none but ſuch 
whoſe righteouſneſs hath exceeded 
that of the Phariſees. Read my 
Text, hath he not there ſaid it ? and 
canſt thou think thar upon his Judg- 
ment-ſeat he will-deny this Sermon, 

c or 
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or this part of jt that he preached 
upon the earth 2 Shall ſo-great a 
Judge as Chriſt make a Law, and 


| publiſh it on the Earth, and then up- 
on the Bench deny he ever faid fo, 


or then repent it? no, no, Sinner, it 


is impoſlible he ſhould deny himſelf, 


or his word, 
Now Reader, if thou be a Man or 


| Woman whoſe heart and life is not 
yet changed, if thou haſt not a righ- 


teouſneſs above the P hariſees, in 
what a ſad caſe doſt thou ſee thy ſeif ! 
or at leaſt'thon may'ſt, if thou wert 
not: blind ; whither canſt thou turn 


thy ſelf, but thou muſt ſee Hell and 
| Damnation before thee, and ready 


to devour thee? 

Sinner. Oh Sir, What ſhall I ao to 
be ſaved? - = | 
 T tell thee how? there 1s one way 
left thee to ſalvation; *and but one, 
and my'Text hath told it; Endeavour 
ro- be exceeding righteous in thy life, 
and that is the way. to life ;. let thy 
3 7 Tn. a 
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I ve and faithto God and Chriſt Je. 
ſus, let-thy ſincere Obedience to all 
his commands to the utmoſt that thou 
art able, let thy thoughts, thy words, 
thy Prayer, thy Alms, ſpeak thee a 
more righteous Man or Woman than 
the ſtricteſt Scribe and Phariſee that 
ever breathed upon the Earth; this, 


this is the way to Heaven. If afterall J . 


this thou art reſolved to continue 2s 


thou art, thy bloud be on thine own | 


head; I. have diſcharged my duty. 


Sinner, Lord have mercy upon me 


That ablind wretch have I been, thus | 
ro miſtake my way.! and think” I have | 


been. going to Heaven, when I now ſee | 


plainly I am in the broad Road to 
Hell! Well, I thank God 1 am not 
Jet ſwallowed up of the Gulph, Aer- 
cy. hath -hitherts kept--me ont ,, and 1 
am -.reſolved to: abuſe long-ſuffering 
mercy not an hour longer. Jt but 
leavins my drunken companions, and 
my filthy Harlots, and w any" net 
PE — cave 
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{cave them to gain the love of Goa, 
and my bleſſed Savionr > Ay but leav- 
ing my lying, ſwearing, and turning 
my curſes into prayers and bleſſings, 
and what harm-15 there in prayers and 
bleſſings, I am ſure they will pleaſe 
m) God better, and tronble my cen- 


| ſcience leſs, It i but loving my neigh- 
| bonr as my felf, but eſpecially my God 
| and Savionr, with all my heart, ſonl 


and ftrength , and to account of gold 
and filver, friends, credit, and my- 
fins, as dung and adreſs, in a compare 


| to them, and 1 am ſure, that they are 
| better than- them all, and ſo they de- 
| ſerve. as much-and more of love from 


me : It is but to pray, praiſe and 
thank them for the offer of Eternal 
Life, and to rely pon the blodd of  Fe- 
ſus for pardon and acceptance; and 1 
am ſure that 7eſmus Chrit will prove 
my faſteſt friend. 

Well, my reſolution is this, God, 
AMen,and eAngels, fhall ſee I am ano- 
ther Man, Heaven ſhall ſee me nuxe 
D 3 04 
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, on mp Knees in my Cloſet ; it ſhall be 
my next work when 1 have read out 
this Back, my Family ſhall ſee ang hear 
me mire in reading., and praying , 1 
and my Houſe ſhal] ſerve the Lord, 
and all my Neighbours ſhall ſee me 
walk in thoſe very ways, that 1 have 
formerly. moi® prophanely Langhed 
agad Scoffed at. I know it will be my | 
turn now to be ſcorned, and: aeriaed 
by others, yea ſome of my familiar 
aArunken C ompanions , but what care 
T ? Chri$t ſuffered more for my ſake, 
and I remember holy Paul, that was 
once & Perſecntor of hone$t- hearted 
{ briftians, was afterwaras content 
zo be perſecutea for being. ſuch an one 
himſelf, But let them laugh on, IT am 
fare 1 am a dying Man, and if 1 
keep on 10 follow Chriſt, 1 ſhall ſhort- 
ly be in Heaven, and then above their 
ſcorns, where 1 am ſure they ſhall net 
come, tf they repent not, and ſeek a 
Righteonſneſs above the Phati- 


fees, 


n 
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T have read what righteouſneſs 15, 
and now I will try it in my life, there 
zz n0 more time for talk; Twill up 


ana £0. 
Cantion, 


Yea, and do ſo, thou Son or 
Daughter of God, for fo1 dare cail 
thee, if thon holdeſt this reſolution 
to the death, Only let me cantion 
thee this, whilſt thou art ſo ſer and 
reſolved upon the work ; Remember 
that of thy Saviour, 70h.15.4,5. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of it 
ſelf, except it abiae in the Vine, no 
mare can je, except ye abide in Me, 
T am the Vine, ye are the brazches , 


he that abiaeth in Me, and I] in him, _ 


the ſame bringeth forth much fruit , 
for without He Je can ao nothing. 
And ſo Phil. 2, 13, For it 75 'Gea 
that worketh in you, bith to will axd 
to do, of his good pleaſure, Again, 
Rom, 8, 26, Likeniſe the Spirit 

D 4. helpeth 
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helpeth or infirmities , for we know 
mt what. we ſhould pray for as we 
on0ht, but. the. Spirit. it elf maketh 
:xterceſſion for us with groanings which 
canxeot be utterea, 1 Cor, 10. 12, Let 
him that thinketh he fanaeth,take heed 
left he fall, 

By theſe Texts I would put thee 1n 
mind of thine own weakneſs and ſelf- 
inſufficiency. Set to the working out 
thy ſalvation with fear & trembling . 
but look upon Chriſt thy Treaſury, 
that hath a flock of Grace and 
Strergth for thee to. ſpend: upon till 
Death, ard to all Eternity ; and now 
let me intreat thee to-form thy .conclu- 
{ion thus with-the holy Apoſtle, Phil, 
4:13. 1 can do all things through Chriſt 
that ſtrengthueth me, Thou mayeſt 
with Chriſt do wonders, but without 
him juſt nothing, Ak and thou ſhalt 
bave, ſeck: and thor ſhalt. find, knock 
and it ſhall be. opened. | 

And laſtly, I ſay unto thee, Fateh 
and pray, leſt thou enter, t1nto tempte- 
No, Now 
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Now the Lord bleſs thee, and | 
make thy-root toſpread on theMoun- | | 
| 


tain of the Lord , let his dew'fall up-- 
on thee, and give thee to flouriſh as 

a- pleaſant branch inthe vineyard of: 
thy God, . Let: not-that curſe come 

near thee, It 1s a barren Tree, cur it- 
down, why cumbers it the Ground? 
\ but be thou ever laden with Fruit, 
that Death may-find theemellow, and: 
ripe for Heaven. . 
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TF Am ſufficiently aware of what ex- 

ceptions the more curious may 
make againſt the management of 
this ſmall Diſcourſe, as, 

1, That I have obſerved a Method 
ſomewhat too looſe. 

2. That] have handled the Species 
-before the Genus, that 1s, ſpoke to 
the nature of inherent Righteonſ- 
neſs, without giving any account of 
Righteoulneſs in general. 

3, That I have ſcarce touched up- 
on the other Spectes of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which les in the active and pal- 
five Obedience of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, 

4, That T have not handled fully 
the nature of inherent Righteouſ- 
neſs, that is the ſubject of the whole, 
having neglected in a manner the ex- 
plication of any of its effects. 

| And laſtly, that T have inſiſted too 
little on the Doctrinal. part, 
| Anſw., 
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e41-ſw, It may be ſome ſatisfaQi-. 


on to thee that I know my defeats, 
before rhou teVeſt me of them , but 
thou muſt know; 

1. That I intended to have del ve- 


red my whole mind on this ſubject 


in-. one ſheet, to- make. it. as little 
chargeable as I could: 

2: That I-intended it-for the mean- 
er ſort of my People, whom by:long 
obfervation I- have fourd to under- 
ſtind*me leaſt, when I ſpeak belt, 
and moit accurately. 

3: I do not conceive my: Method 
io looſe as thou may'tft imagine, ſee+ 
109 I have all along kept clo:e-to the 
parts of the Text (and-if I- miſtake 
not ) they lie alrogether in as good a 
poſture as the nature of things. in 
their dependency can well bear, 

2: Ard as to my ſpeakirs lo little 
to the. Righteouſneſs of the Saints, as 
13 treaſured vp 1n the active and- ſuf. 
fering, Life and. Death of the. Lord. 
Telus ; - | 
I: 
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T reply thus 

1, 1 have. not wholly omitted it;. 
but have beſprinkled the whote with- 
blood, that the attentive Reader- 
may plainly ſee that I:]itrle dreamed.. 
thar the. pureſt: inherent: Righteouſ- 
neſs could be meritorious. 

2; And as I was bound to follow- 
the intendments of the Text, that 
points mo{t directly: at the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the ſouls and: ſpirits of- 
Men that mult at them 1n their lives. 

3; And I knew: that-it 1s this in- 


| ward Righteouſneſs, the common. 
| People I ſpeak to; ſee leſs need of,. 
| and it 1s their ignorance of this,. 


which-1s the ordinary Rock on which 
they ſplit; and*it-was my. duty here. 
to help to ſave if I could. 

If this will not ſatisfie thee I cannor- 


| help ir, I writ not to pleaſe al], but to 


profit ſome : If the Lord ſhall pleaſe 
to bleſs it to that end, it will content - 


| me, though it doth not thee, 


AN: 


a. 
ELEGY 

.. QN.1IHE 

Death of the Reverend & Pious 


Mr. Thomas Wadſworth ; 


Sometime Preacher of the Go- 

ſpel in Newington- Butts, and late 
| of London, who departed this life 
| the 29th, of Oftober, 1676. 


Eader, prepare thine eye, for 
here's a fgbt 
Can nothing leſs than floods of Tears 
invite ; 
Deep Waters come the frtilleſt , and the 
rief 
That's greateſi,courts the E Jer to give 
Relief. 
Come:here jou Stocks, let Jour Mars 
ble Eyes 
Swell big with grief, and pay their dne 
£ xciſe ; 1 For 


—— 
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Por here's a Theam world make him | 


ſhed good ftore 
Of Tears, that never knew to Weep 
before. 


The Reverend Wadſworth' s gy 
dead) What Eye- © 


But Monrns the loſs of ſa mack Piety Y: 
A loſs indeed, which ought for to pre: 


auce 
A -peneral Grief. in Men of any uſe; 
end ſucha loſs, for which who will 
not ſpena 
A Tear, u not: Learnings, nor Reli- 
tons F riend, 
Come all hts. Reverend RAE 
and weep, 
Yorr Brother Wadſworth now 2 fall 
aſleep. 
And you hy ſerious Hearers, now La- 
ment 
That Preacher's Death, whoſe life foe 
Jou was #pent. 
Eftetm it-,a5. A priviteage: you Hs, 
T” attend his precious Due #nto the 


Grove, © -; 
Tos: 


ex uy tH, Ho 


AN ELEGY, 


Then findy well (let that be all your 
Strife) 

His ches to a:Holy Life, 

Grief muſt Command jour ſilence., bus 
impart 

In filent Tears, the Language of jour 
Heart. 

B fra Storms and T empeſts now at 
a 

GE on 4 blifſed ſhore is 
Ca 

He's bleft indeed unto Eternity, 
T hat preacht and liv a Souls Immor- 
— ality, 

And having reach'd that Harbour of 
Delight, 

1t o_—_ that he ſteer 'd bis conrſe a- 
right-: 

N S.. no afflifting pains cau him- come: 
YeAM; 

Nor needs he Stone: or Colick for to. 
JeAT', 

Hes —_— Father who knows what- 
time's beſt, 

(all'd up his Soul on his own Day of 

Reft, La: 


AS ELEGY, 


Lament, O Dead-man's-Place, hy 
Wretched caſe ! 

Thy Canaleſftick's remov'd ont of its 
place : 

Heaven has thought fit to give him 4 
Pemove : 

Thy ſhining Light's a fixed Star 4- 

ove, © 

T hs ere we ary onr big-ſmelPd Eyes 
for One, 

Tidings ſarpriſc us that another*s gone, 

So Reverend Wells, and Pledger's 
fnatcht away , 


T hey followed Janeway, ana Vennng | 


_ aa): 

Carmichel ſucceeds them, but not 
lon 

Ere that teſt Soul was called np 
amon 

T he uncloath'd Saints to fing rhe 
heaven'y Song, 

eAnd though he had an Elegy , 1 ': 
ſay, 

He .ch a Light that Burned in hy 

- 

CAl- 


| a, 


iaJ%\ 


— = Ss 


AN ELEGY, 
Aethinks T hear them all ore-joyed to 


fee, 

” | Dew Wadſworth added to their Com- 

pany ; 

« Their Company i PI ſweet, Heaven thioks 

. it beſt. 

"|- To bs faich Saints to Everlaſting 

+, ReF.--.- 

| And ou Stargazing Tribe ſhould Jon 

be Bleft 

| To finda Star that's brighter than the 

F Reſt, 

*T ts prors Wadſworth's S onl, for al 

'| . Conclage, 
| \Hetsa Star f the «fob. Magnitnde: 


EPITAPH 


R* Eader, m_ of, and thy ane dis 


france keep 

For in this Bed a Friend of Chriſt doth 
fleep : 

His Body bere's Interred, being 
Dead, 

But his "leſt Soul to Abram's Bo- 


 foms we 

Heaven hath the Tewel, Earth doth 
Reep: in raft 

(For a frort time) the Reverend 
Wadſworth's Da, 

Until the Reſurrettion of the Tuſt, 


$ecwa vix-referent-quem tulit- - 
una. dies. 


Fil I IM 


Thele following Books are 
newly .printed for, and 
fold by Dorman Newman 
at the Kings Arms 1m the 
m_  - as 


HE Sinner's laſt Sentence 
&k | to Eternal Puniſhment 
for (ins: of omiſſion, wherein 


1s diſcovered the Nature, Cau- 


ſes, and cure of thoſe Sins, by 
George Swinock, Price 2.5. 64, 


Twenty Sermons preached 


upon ſeveral Texts, by the late 
pious Preacher Mr. Fames Nat- 


#038 


fo Miniſter of St. Leozard Fo- 
ſter-Lane, London, Price 3 x. * 


The Proteſtants Reſolution, 
ſhewing his Reaſons why he 
will not be a _ di *ſted 
into ſo hod of Que- 
{tion CAatinc t an ordi- 


able to 


again o\Prieſt 
of I6E: 
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